T H E A P P L I C AT I O N O F M I N E R A L S C I E N C E

High Purity Kaolins
for Pencils
Speswhite™ and Polwhite B™ hydrous kaolins
from IMERYS Kaolin are high purity aluminium
silicates from deposits in the South West
of England, that provide ease of extrusion,
improved strength, excellent glide and colour
when used in coloured pencil leads.
The geography of IMERYS Kaolin’s deposits
allows the extraction of high purity grades
that comply with the toy safety standard
EN71-3 for soluble elements.

AT T R I B U T E S
- High purity
- Low heavy metals
- Compliant with EN71-3
- Especially suitable
for high quality pencils

High Purity Kaolins
for Pencils
IMERYS’ kaolins are extracted from primary deposits in the
South West of England, UK. These kaolins have been used
for decades in applications where their high purity and low
heavy metals content are particularly valued, such as the
pharmaceutical, cosmetic and pencil industries.
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Speswhite™ is a highly refined kaolin of ultrafine particle
size and high brightness that is suitable for high quality
pencils. Speswhite™ will provide improved strength,
excellent colour and a smooth glide on the paper, thanks
to its high purity and fine particle size.
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Polwhite™ B is an excellent quality, medium particle size
kaolin that is suitable for medium to high quality pencils.
Polwhite™ B provides improved strength and good colour.
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T YPICAL PROPERTIES

EN71-3 category 1
requirements *

Polwhite™ B

Speswhite™

Mean particle size D50 μm

1.8

0.7

-

wt% Al2O3

37

38

-

wt% SiO2

47

47

-

pH

5.0

5.5

-

ISO Brightness

82.5

85.5

-

Al ppm

<1000

<1000

<5625

Pb ppm

<0.5

<0.5

<2

Hg ppm

<0.5

<0.5

<7.5

EU Toy Testing (EN71)

*Effective from Oct 2018
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